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*• -«i ...a . .72 !'7 autyt0pr ” ot ” p “ co - ltada ■ 
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Phis .as tto lest effort on the rant r dif orent hollows, 

thi. count, . ' “ SP ’ , ‘" * M“l> n.i speech in 

Feo. 1926 «. „ lue ^ 


-(r.« ™*“«l..r M e atheaivlsioii 

end the new. rhe thinking „ j, .. °°“ tj l ' tw "" l “ e old 

in introducing e-plianoes that the »" “* 

”* the line of dcrkatioa betJeen the 7cT ^ ^ 

rifle end the repeating rifle, the introduction of *J„ ^ 

sewtill to take the place of th *“ «r.Em. and the portabli 

Place of th. wet.r turned ^ . 

“• *• mSl ° f W C1 ”-F «"* »ned th. firat kero, . °““* 

1865.' • t.roeene lamp ejer in the count, in 

But acre the. anything e ls , that ' 

.as the success of James E t 0 - bb “• mss non of Pocahontas Count, 

~ ’ii:r;:rr * - - 

Before the war. £ nachlne h ® had invented jus- 

ol8« citirens of today hsv . .... th . ' 

” 7 "' "■ W ” S ™ Chi ” S Whin, wheel, telephone (U 7 ' h " SS “ ^ ’ t " 

' U1S - - —■ - th. other hand, during'th . ^ 

“" y ,miM *«“" »* aB caudl.nat.rs, f, rritra ^ 

i.ylors, herne„ n ,t e „ aaddlo ' “ °' rat,rs > 'ever,, ap il!r . er 
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Mitouehed. Agriculture end grai- 

^ liv* *tock were the chief induetiros. 

•(green) Agriculture was the chief 

/ 8U * of the earl/ eettlere of Pocahontas 

W county. Because travel was diffi cult a _ d t 

aneportation facilities were meager, the 
settlers were compelled to be practically self „„=4 • _ 

y ii .sustaining. Gardening, together with 
the growing of smell patches of buckwhe*+ 

i om, beans, and potatoes, largely con¬ 


stituted the early farming enterprisi 


principally for mildm wool end meat to supplement ■ 


>• Later cattle, sheep, and hogs were introduced 


• the supply of wild game and fish 
«“* ’*' “ •■>“«■= of food ,„d clothing. Trapping 

that could be traded for the f. 


furnished furs and skins 
applies not produced at home. The bottom 1. nds were 


generally devoted to gr:,an and hay, and the 


adjacent slopes were cleared and used for 


pasture. The land has always been farmed + , 

n u. en termed, for the meet pert, in small tracts by the 

owners. Few sieves were owned and the » . 

ana tne freeing of them did r.ot affect agriculture. 

Between 1680 and 1890 the produr+i r.n nf .n 

P etion of all grains 8md crops increased materially. 

ihe total acreage m all grams, has remained fairly constant since 1890, but acreage in 

certain crops have fluctuaied considerably. Corn has been in the lead at all times 

followed by rather wheat or oays. Kay increased from 10,817 acres in 1879 to 15,138 ac 

res in 18e9 and has increased very little since, but the acre yield has been more then 

doubled. Since 1900 the total number of hogs-and cattle has dropped off slightly, but 

the number of sheep raised and the production of wool, dairy products, poultry and 

eggs have increased considerably. The acreage occupied by potatoes and garden crops 

no=t of which ere grown for home ase, fluctuates from year to year. 

Between 1B80 and 1910 the number of farms steadily increased from 682 to 1,198, 

>-he latter figure being only 3 below that given by the 1930 census report. Aa the six* 
of the farms has decreased slightly in the last 50 years, the total amount of land in 
fairs ha9 remained fairly constant. 

Poor transportation facilities, long distance from markets, and the need of cash 
income forced the farmers of this section in early days <to turn to the production of 
ee -. uven r.ow with railroad shipping available, it re'mains the largest source of 
income. Formerly ell cattle, when ready for i-arket, were driver, overland. To outside 
mi pally pitta burg, Baltimore and Clarksburg. ..any viere sold as f Cedars 
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Chapter 4—Section 4—Part to 


Reminiscences of Civil War Days. 

By Bvelyn Yeager Beard. 

In tie fail and winter of 1861-62 the Confederate 
soldiers camped at Camp Allegheny, my old home place, under 
the command of Jos. (3a) Johnson. The sugar grove celonglng 
to my father, John Yeager, consisting of shout five hundred 
trees was used for building the camps and cabins. This lo¬ 
cation could be used as a point of vantage, as by using field 
glasses they oould obsarve the movements of the Union soldiers 
camped on top of Cheat mountain, near the Clubhouse. 

The year of 1861-62 was a cold and rainy year. Idany 
of the^soldiers damping there were from the South. I remember 
them as- being not veryjarmly clad, and shivering with cold. 
BotTSTng used to tBT^w. damp climate many of them sickened 
and died, and .ere buried on a little hill hack of our house. 

Our back porch was partitioned off to be used as a 
commissary by Uncle Jake ^rbogast. The soldiers wanting 
tobacco, candy, «... would have to wait their turn. The 
boom being small, 8n4 at times crowded, they ^ ^ ^ ^ 

““ their Puj ““ ases ror Being a child and small, they 

would make room for me. I „ oul d Date thelr purchflses th- 

receive a liberal share of the candy. I was a youngster of 

T tten '* my br ° th ~. ^ (Bern licNeel Yeager) eight 

leers and soldiers made a lot over us children. neoelv- 

" S bMeS Ir °° h °“ «■« would invite us down to help eat them, 
course v.» were not particularly shy in doing so. Many or 


the cakes were decorated so fancy that as children we thought 
there was nothing in the world like them. Colonel McCune 
would often let me wear the big plume he wore in his hat, and 
it was a gala day for me when I would have the privilege of 
wearing it. ..hen leaving Camp Allegheny, he gave me the plume, 
taking it from his hat, saying I could keep it for always. 

One of the skirmishes of the Civil War was fought at 
this point, called Church Hill, o± Camp Allegheny. "While 
but a akirmish, it was a hard fought one and lasted from about 
4 A.M. until after 2. P..M. If I remember correctly, nineteen 
were killed. I remember the shots falling on the roof of our 
house like hail. My mother and sister Fannie were ill at this 
time. During a lull in the battle Colonel Baldwin of the 52nd 
Virginia Regiment had them carried over on cots to his own cabin 
for safety, and they—remained there during the night. My brother 
Mack Yeager and myself watched the remainder of the battle from 
a point of safety. We saw the Confederate flagman fall, and 
saw the flag almost instantly raised again, believe by Lieut. 
Rigor, but I am not positive about the name. Capt. Mollohan 
was killed in the battle of Church Hill, and was buried there 
along with many others. A spent ball passed between my brother 
the late Henry Yeager, and Rachel Axbogast, who was visiting us. 
Capt. j-.nderson, Confederate was killed by advanced guard of Union 
soldiers dressed in Confederate uniform. Capt. Anderson waved 
to them, thinking they were Confederate men and he was instantly 
killed. 

..f ter xhe battle was over there were several wounded men 
to be taken care of. The cabins were unsuitable, and my mother 
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had the upstairs of our house converted into a temporary hos¬ 
pital. Our house was under construction when war broke out, 
aud was not then complete. The upstairs was one large room. 
Several of the wounded men died, and were buried along by those 
killed in battle. lor a brief period a downstairs room was 
occupied by a sick officer, with his wife and baby. Later 
this same room was used as a Post Office kept by Uncle Jake 
^xbogast. The front part of this house is still in good con¬ 
dition, the remainder being torn down. 7/e had quite a collect¬ 
ion of sabers, cannon balls, musket balls and minnie balls which 
we used in our play. Ed Preeman, living at the present time 
at the old home place at Allegheny church, finds some of the 
musket balls occasionally’when plowing his fields. He gave 
so me of them to us when we had a family reunion picnic there in 
the summer of 1924. -The old batteries and trenches are still 
in evidence. 

A Confederate soldier was sick in one of the camps of 
the 31st Virginia Kegiment when a Union soldier crept into the 
cabin to steal provisions, thinking the cabin was empty. The 
sick soldier crawled to the door after him and shot him. 

ky father, John Yeager, died December 2, 1861, and was 
believed to have been poisoned. 

In the spring of 1862 the Confederates broke camp on 
P -llegheny. -^t two o’clock the same night of their leaving 
platen and two or three other men set fire to the commissary 
— - .is and camps by igniting every other cabin. My mother plead- 
J tneiJ1 save them so as to be used for stables and out- 
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‘ UildlneS ’’ bUt ,hey tola »« *h° shoul 4 be thankful the, 
not burning the house. The 52nd end 31 st Virginia Selims , ■ 

oanpe .ere oompletely destroyed, hut a few or the oth „ oa „ ln3 
were saved. 

i'/hen the Confederates broke camp m the spring l B6 2 , 
try brothers, .Vill and Henry teagor, Crawford .jtbogast and otners 

ttla °’ 1,111 an4 Henry joining Company a. 31st Virginia 
legiment, Parle's division, Ewell-s corps. Bill „ aa killed 

ABSS 0t Hat °her's Kun near Petersburg, Virginia, and 
was buried there. ‘B Pn rv 

y ager and W. H. Hull were captured 

and made prisoners at Port stea^n near Petersburg on March 25 
1855, and taken to Point lookout, Maryland. ■ They .ere released 
alphabetically, W. H. Hull the early part of duly, and Henry 
sotwfcine later. _jg 

i AftBI 50 nany _? f 0ur °™ *°y* had Joined the army, mall 
became an important item in the lives of those at home. m of 

our man, as well as that of the neighbors, had to be gotten 
,rom Hightown, Virginia, eleven mixes away, only one belng 

7 alMS ™ making the trip would bring 

" a11 f ° r a11 la the neighborhood, Praetieall 

someone that belonged to fh • * family had 

leaving , “ the ^fore 

r.*——■ 

4 “Uy OOburrenoe as it i "h 1 '' ^ in those daya «= not a 

rectly „ ould , n °”’ re0eiVln 8 ««4, however indi- 

8 e maU - 1 ” es “«»Uy the one that rode horse- . 


ex- 


T 
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Back on the w.kly trip. to 8 . t lt , T n „„ „ ea Mmi> 
oapt when making the return trip. 0n the way h0Be at 8 ’ ery 
rurn In the road. I expected to meet an army of Yankees. 

-Jit of the eleven miles was dense timberland, and looking 
back on it now. I Believe I was a pretty good soldier myself, 
for those miles seemed long ones to a child making the trip 
alone, even though I usually went and came in a sweeping gal¬ 
lop. un one of these trips my sister Fannie, about twenty 
years Oa age, later Mrs. James D. Eerr, made the trip. After 
leaving^ several regiments of Union soldiers came by on their 
way to Hi gilt own, and my mother knew that my sister would have 
to meet them on her way back. The hour came for her return, 
sundown and dark, and still she had not returned. It was a 
long,_anxious night, and we, children that we were, at least 
partly realized the hours of anxious suspense that my mother 
was going through. daybreak she returned. She had met 

the Yankee soldiers about three o’dock in the afternoon, six 
miles from home, at Lajirel Fork. A ruffian soldier ordered 
her off her horse, but the officer in command (think it was 
Col. Ceo. .ashington Hull, from McDowell, Virginia) stepped 
forward saying, "No, Lady, stay on your horse. You shall 
not be harmed but we shall have to delay your return home 
until morning. iVe mean to camp near here tonight and no 
word must be carried back." At sundown the officer sent a 
guard woth her to Daniel Vilfong*s, three miles from home, he 
himself standing guard outside all night to make sure no word 
was sent to Confederate soldiers. At daybreak, he rejoined 
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z ■ : heins sivon p8 ™— - — *~. 

fter a k 3 " 3 ° metlneS "° de Mmp at 

h ?UltB freqUenUy m ° th - — - or us out 

; 9re " °° Uld See d0m * — — *. - ir any cemp 
fire3 ” r9118htea - “ they would pass our 

toUSe abOUt elSM «■. next morning. , oula then 

4r» e the stock over to Sugar Camp Ridge, so the Yankees would 
not tale them as they went by, brother Brown Yeager and Henry 
-Long guarding them in the mountains. Sugar cakes, syrup, 
meats and oiher provisions would be buried also. Years later 
jugs of syrup were found and dug up. 

Mother and Ronnie knitted socks for Will and Henry 
while in the army. Yankees were often passing- through, and 
at onejpf these times we had quite a scramble in the pantry. 
Motherland 1 entered-in time to see a fankee trying to make 
his esoape through the window with his arms full or provisions 
and the prised knitted seeks, with Fannie clinging frantically 
to the socks, determined he should not have them. Those 
watching from outside laughed at their comrade's predicament, 
trying to retain the socks as well as the provisions, and yet 
not lose his balance on the high narrow window. Fannie was 
-c.orious m the struggle for possession of the socks. 

Cousin Mag -rbogast, later Campbell, and I were visit¬ 
ing -unt Matilda Nottingham who lived near Boyer. ,s in ev- 
or comedy and tragedy go side by side, and pranks played 
could easily have been turned Into tragedy. ,e were about 
thirteen years old at this time. be dressed in uniform, put 
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' *“ "" OUr ahOUM ". “4 »nt cut on the hlll ?h 

Dava anl J1 ™ Xarr, who TO „ „ E, ’ 8Te «• 

am, could see us. They 5 ’ °“ *° - *> *• 

suspicious oharacters „7 ’ P Sa “ S **»“«« « «« 
th . ’ P 11>ly Yankee spies, shouldered 

“ SUnS also and started our , a , h 

in the direction of th h “ 

heard the, ^ ™ *“« »-». w 

° ry ' Halt '" which we ..knew to do immediately, 
n y a snort time before one of the pickets had cried,-Half 

to la k slayton . Not being iuite nMmai mMtaiiy _ ^ beoaae 

frightened end did not ohey the contend. x Can imagine 1 ace 
them carrying him by our house no.. 

aen .he heavy fighting and cannonading was being done 
n .Richmond and other points in Virginia, we would lie flat 
on the^ ground and listen to the rumble- of the cannon. dn- 

;;° USly We B0U14 " ait tear if our boya were in 

hose battles and were safe 

States, on Z" ^ ^ allaSiaD ° a * th ° *“« 

—- 4- ~r rr;— 

ZlZ' 38 the 0rl8inSl spallln « ° f Taa saf Zlitl lZ 

»• took good Jre Z^U-LTl " B " “ ^ Re “ Ser 
ttna as tie u iianty a. Yeager". This is 

• 33 the photostat copy on file in , 

Richmond ve „„ , Virginia state library, 

plainly shows! Their^system"^ ^ ” ar aePt '' ''“ ahln et°”. 0- 0., 

in system was not as Ironclad then os now. 
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A P art of the Confedera 

at Travelers Repose. 5Vo cannons ware stationed here. 

,JhlS anJ 5everal ?«jsrs_are_stlli t0 be foun3 „„ tMe 

battle field. 
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: »oy of our Oltii.o. were arrested during th. wer for being .ympstbisers 
“ on. .id. or the other. The following or, , for of the -or.. 1 h.v. been 
obi. to find. Also «... to. killed for their belief.. 

Tho™, Oelford was . pronounced Confeder.te sympathiser end „.s, retarded 
“ 6 citisen to be at large in war Ji. greeted by . 

u.t.ci.,.,TOt of onion soldi era under boffin ...Ison Irey, s.„t to fs.p obese . ur . 
lie uied during the wer. 

bohn Obit, of btony Creel- us, . v„ lo „ eyapothiaer. he res arrested Ly the 
Confederate militia, hot was proven not d.nr.roo, ,„d ... released on perele. he 
djerl before v e got back horae. 

Siohard Auldridge « a’confederate sympathiser and was hilled. Sf two 
son, were in th. southern army. The „ ne son, John Auldridge m tllU d , t 
Gettysburg. Th, other son. Alien Auidridge, „s discharged as a brave nnd 
faithful soldier. 

Josiah heard was taken prisoner by Federal troops no.r the end of the 
ear, though he me past 70 years of age. Something was said to rouse his ire, 
and he challenged the whole squad to single combat. 

henry Arb.gast was a sinner., decided but hemless sympathiser with the 
Cnion oeuss. men last seen alive he and his neighbor m oua.ard were in 
Charge of a squad of persons claiming t. be confeoer.te scouts. „ few QSyc 
.it.rn.sros these two oiviii.ns were found dead near the roadside, about rilt 

bebVKn tf " lr h ° B " “ «**• S “ J - **»*. «. th. attitude in which 
Ar ” 0r ° St ' S St !s ^ferred fret he died „ , 

•il’fctl. ’ .ere lived reer E d re ,, y e was . . 

r“ "" *"• 6dh ““ t5 ' ~ - during the war. 

etery of Pocahontas} 


^ aae . J.ok.eoUa and strange to e.y one of the 

oti-i,,.! local,ante. seoaasionists, „ lnt . n „ M , ts _ tets rjEhia 

hoc V'eoone. 

(Iho question of .~...ion the sain Lena in Foeehontae. l any 
had already freed their slaves because tb.y d Jd not believe in 
slavery, yet they did net believe * netting then .11 ft,. , t «,.) 
Jacob Sl.von lived on th. Staunton and lark.rsbur E Turnpike. t„y 
people treveled this route, .nd the bore of Jacob SI.™ * to „en as a 
place of hospitality. Governor Joe Johnson and Stonev.il Jackson lave atotret 
“”’° r “ a Te=ls “- Everythin,- Mined prosperous and pleasant 

veith Jacob SI.™ until the' terrible ravages of nnr lain his he: e an ns, as n, 


juiiuy v. er e so ri-vt.r 
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Ir. e uler Met*,, ewtoheoHn , In the spring of IMuHM 
troor. swept out of th. county, th. irregular fight.,, be.™ to o.u,. troubla. 
They tailed then gorillas at first, but later coined th. word 1- 
It ™. th. torse of a brave and inpetucu. people, such as are to bo found u 
the noun tains that they could not h,l F taking part in the fighting whet, er th... 

had been™™ in or not. They carried E „„s like city 

^t on one side or the other according to their convictions, 
by in a letter to Sen, s. Hoaeorans vrote on 

T ^ fOT -Ut.a of focahonta, .„d 

cunt] es.',„y artisan. to esc, „ draft 

■ 


-■arc;, i s th inilro/ vtr 


Ui, liruiteu i.u\,o z:.t rebel arr • t- 
urch hi,, iflro, reported 





I.;, o.v » «!,M !>„. m rttorte . tbBi 

i- rff*sre:;t Still continued. " 

‘‘ ““ M1 “" Sk *'“ ’"*• * ««-"*. he.a,u.rt.r. 

- t, M rcculirs f „ the 

•■“* isf,, " 5e ”” «* —» ■.. »«- t.™ „ 

. l “ 6 " U “ 16 ^ M5 ' “ W, .. „ „< t ,„ 

.-catrtl t;t.*orals. 

t. C-C s uere rttk©ttn rfttr t> e Battle of Tor. Al]e,~hensy. Then J. 

“ ■«-*«- - ‘oo- T .r-. to defend tbemseWes, and there 

^'ere uneasy times. 

Soldiers at home oo furlough rasped to appeal for assistance and 
little armies „o»ld spring op in a day, have a skirmish, ,„d disband as 
ou.c.lp ,S they bad cone toother. It but ocho of ^ of 

■it keroluiion. The battle of Buncan's lane eras tl. largest battle fought in 
ioca: antes b ; - these troops and furlough soldiera, though there ,,.s continual 
smaller skirmishes. 

In. courts did not meet and the oitisens suffered from the needs of soldiers 
of both armies and from the irregular troo F s. It is certain that nouhere in tb. 
country Was there mere peril to Inhabitants than in the county of roesd.ontes. .... 

QE/.-fil- WC Cm. _ 


aaii^er was so 


oecihuse 0 r the division of seuiimeat. 

From - best Virginia nine ooox l a 26 


J here was a skirmiRk *>+ 

St farlias Bottom April 15, 1664, Certain 1 - 

.. “"»»• - ■ -» - 

• nntnon-n, and chased them north ton-ard ndray. 

LAST battle 

The le st battle Of the Cwii 

- site'of Carp r tl ~ ~ -«» — Huntersvill e 

-• I'Omp horthwe.t o.i the 11 tl day of Up 1866. 

«« nought bet,,ecu the Cth OH, r , 

" L ' ' ,act8 “’0 army returrih- to tl- • „ ““ " P ° rtl ° D ° f 

From - 192a y,. y „ * 

• 1 '' 0 Book - Andre,, Price 



CIVIL WAR ACTIVITIES IN POCAHONTAS 

Termnating In Battle at White Sulphur 

On August 21, 1863 Averlll started to Huntersville and halted 
his main command at Frost, while some of his command drove the 
Confederates down Knapps Creek until they reached the Northwest 
passage between Huntersville and Minnehaha Springs. Here the 
Confederates to'ok a stand in the canyon. Averill hearing about 
it at Frost, on the 22nd sent Gibson's Battalion down Knapps Creek 
to make it appear that it led the army. Then Averill with his main 
army crossed over into the Hills through the Shrader settlement. 

By this road Averill rode into the deserted village of Huntersville 
in the rear of the Confederates. A squadron of cavalry under Col. 

Ohley was sent to learn the‘wherebouts of the Confederates and found them 
retreating towards I7arm Springs. The were overtaken and there was 
continual skermishing until the Confederates were driven through the 
Kyder C-ap into Virginia. 

Canp Northwest near Huntersville was the~first elaborate camp to 
be built in the Civil War. It was located on the White farm, and there 
were substantial log building, much equipment, and a lot of supplies 
there. The camp was burned on August 22, 1863. The commissary build¬ 
ings, stores, cabins, blacksmith shop, wagons, rifles, and so forth 
were destroyed and a lot of plunder carried away. All the wheat and 
flour in the mill opposite J. A. Reed's house was also destroyed. 

That night the Federals camped at Huntersville and waited for two 
regiments that were marching to Join them by way of Beverly and 
Karlinton, On the 25th Averill marched to Warm Springs and Col. 

Jackson and Gen. Jones retreated before him to Millboro. Averill 
~.ed that night and having cleared Pocahontas of the Confederate 


T, dec-ded to do the same for Greenbrier County. He therefore turned 
-noth and marched Into Greenbrier. 




To keep Pocahontas County clean of Confederates ho sent tack the 
10th w. va. to Camp at Karlins Bottom. It was the regiment of 
Ceneral Thomas M. Harris. It was his command that fired the last 
shot at Appomatton. After the war he served on the commission that 
tried the assassins of President Lincoln. 

• At the time he was in camp at Karlins Bottom, he has with him 
his twelve year old son, who has a horse of his own and who rode 
as the mascot of the-Tenth Legion". This twelve year old boy is none 
other than Eon. John T. Harris, the state clerk of the West Virginia 
senate and the most popular man in West Virginia. 
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